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The census in Scotland has produced reports on Gaelic from 1951 onwards and the publication of the 2001 report by the Registrar General for Scotland (GROS) was today welcomed by Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  

The report contains many new features and improvements, and the Bòrd particularly welcomes the opportunity which GROS has extended to make suggestions, which will be of particular assistance in language planning development.
Apart from the inclusion of tables on age, gender and area, as were in previous reports, there are new features which will be particularly useful to Bòrd na Gàidhlig in its role in promoting and facilitating the Gaelic language and culture in Scotland.

The report draws attention to an increase in Gaelic amongst school-age children and single year of age tables for the main Gaelic areas should enable detailed monitoring of Gaelic-medium education to be attempted. 

There are important tables on Gaelic in the family which have already been capable of some analysis to show strengths and weakness of Gaelic in intergenerational transmission.  This will be a crucial field for Bòrd policy and action in the immediate future. 

Migration greatly affects the viability of Gaelic communities and usable tables will for the first time be capable of showing what is happening to the speech community in an age which is on the move.  

Tables on socio-economic and lifestyle backgrounds illustrate the differences between the Gaelic and non-Gaelic communities and provide a picture of the actual way of life today within which Bòrd na Gàidhlig and its policies will have to function.  

Bòrd na Gàidhlig member Professor Kenneth MacKinnon, commenting on the report said:

“The presentation of the report is an important feature of co-operation between Bòrd na Gàidhlig and the Registrar General and  will enable policies to be shaped for the stronger Gaelic areas, the historic Gàidhealtachd and the rest of Scotland.  

The publication of this report provides new, useful and essential data on Gaelic which will be readily available to the general public, administrative and academic users – and above all will provide a basis for research and policy for Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  The Registrar General for Scotland is to be commended on presenting historic continuities of information as well as new factors of increasing interest to the present day situation.”
Notes to Editors

1.
Bòrd na Gàidhlig is a non-departmental public body, established by the Scottish Executive in 2003.  Under the terms of the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005 the Bòrd will have statutory powers, and will be responsible for developing and overseeing the National Plan for Gaelic and for developing Gaelic language plans with public authorities across Scotland.

www.bord-na-gaidhlig.org.uk
2.
Bòrd member, Professor Kenneth MacKinnon and Bòrd na Gàidhlig’s Language Planning Manager, Peadar Morgan will represent Bòrd na Gàidhlig at the formal presentation of the report in Stornoway in the Isle of Lewis this evening.
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