An initiative started last year by Portree High School to encourage young Gaelic learners to continue their education in the language has proved such a success that it has just been repeated this year.


Development body, Bord na Gaidhlig, are delighted by the project and hope that it can be rolled out to other schools who offer Gaelic as a subject.


Last year Portree High School's head of Gaelic, AJ Macdonald, and two of his assistants, Emma Christie and Ruairidh Macvicar, took three groups of second year Gaelic learners, about 60 pupils in all, to the south end of Skye and Sabhal Mòr Ostaig for a weekend activity course. On one of the weekends they were joined by pupils from Inverness Royal Academy.


The initiative aims to tell pupils a little of the history of the area and to strengthen their interest in Gaelic by showing them that a structure exists which allows pupils to achieve fluency in the language. Fun and enjoyment are also very much on the agenda!
Last Friday the first group of this year's second year pupils spent Friday afternoon in Strath, Elgol and Glas na Cille completing a worksheet at Cill Chriosd and listening to local stories and traditions along the way.


Following dinner and a short presentation at Sabhal Mor they were joined by some college students and the evening was given to indoor games, quizzes and even some Scottish Country dancing.


The next day involved a walk to the Point of Sleat and a return journey via Tarskavaig and Dun Sgathach where they heard of Cu Chulainn's skills in single combat and his skills with a shinty ball as a young lad!


Funding for this initiative is provided by Bord na Gaidhlig and all pupils who participate receive a certificate. Bord na Gaidhlig viewed last year as a pilot and hope more schools will join in this year.


The youngsters certainly seemed to enjoy themselves. Anna Barton said: "The trip away is a really good idea.  I think there should be more opportunities for people to learn and use Gaelic. This trip has shown us how useful Gaelic can be."


Fellow pupil Adam Nicolson agreed. He said: "It would be great if we could do a trip like this every year!"


AJ praised the co-operation of other departments in the school. He said: "This proved extremely popular last year ​ all the pupils who took part wanted to repeat the experience.


"The uptake this year is again very encouraging. A great number of our ex-pupils who came to the language as learners are today employed in Gaelic related posts and making a very important contribution to the preservation and development of the language.


"We want our present learners to know that they have a valued and important part to play in the future. It is no exaggeration to say that the future of Gaelic is in their hands."
Bord na Gaidhlig are delighted with this project. Bord chief executive Allan Campbell, said: "This was a perfect mix of a good idea, developed by teachers, with funding support for its implementation from Bord na Gaidhlig. The Bord is extremely encouraged by the successes of this initiative in its first year, and we warmly congratulate Angus John on his achievement. We very much hope that other schools from across Scotland can now be encouraged to follow this excellent example."
